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‘Lost’ Red missiles

U.S. FAILURE to dis-
cover the location of
three “regiments” of SS-
20 intermediate-range
nuclear missiles known
or strongly suspected to
be somewhere on Soviet
soil has strengthened
agreement within the
Reagan Administration
that early compromise
with Moscow over the
deployment of new U.S.
missiles in Eirope is
impossible.

The three regiments,
each with ten launchers
for the three-warhead
missile, are believed to
be somewhere in Cen-
tral Russia. The U.S. in-
telligence community is
understood to be certain
that the 30 missing
launchers in three regi-
ments are deployed in
the field.

It is believed that they
have been positioned tor
potential use against ei-
ther European or Asian
targets — which in-
cludes the mainland of
Communist China and
the Japanese islands.

The still-rising num-
bers of 8S-20 missiles
aimed at Western Ey.
rope are clearly identi-
fiable in their shelters
from spy-satellite pic-
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tures that regularly
photograph them.

The missing regi-
ments, however, have
not been spotted, raising
questions as to whether
the Soviets have ar-
ranged new and un-
known camouflage pro-
tection for them.

Indeed, the unex-
pected discovery in
April of one additional
regiment of 88-20s
under camouflage sig-
nalled & warning to the

‘U.S. that the presumed

total number of SS-20s,
around 360, may be far
less than the actual
number.

That was before the
existence of the three
phantom regiments was
even suspected,

The impact of these
phantom regiments on
U.S. policy could be con-
siderable.

With talks now resum-
ing in Geneva on the
NATO plan to start de-
ploying the Pershing 2
missile as a counter to
the 8SS-20s, precise
‘knowledge of the num-
ber of 8S-208 is obvi-

ously essential to the
U.S. negotiators, headed
by veteran diplomat
Paul Nitze.

A Jjust-published ap-
praisal of these negotia-
tions by the staff of the

. Senate Foreign Rela-

gc:m anmmlttee virtu-
y es out agree-
ment with the Soviets
this year “uniless one or
both governments pro-
pose meaningtul shifts
in their current . . . posi-
tions.”

Soviet refusal to jiden-
tity the precise location
of the missing regi-
ments is Jikely to
harden the U.S. position.

Equally disconcerting
to U.S. policy-makers is
the strong indication
that for each 88-20
launcher, the Russians
are now believed to
have up to tive missiles,
not the previously esti-
mated two missiies.

If American special-
ists are correct on this
point, it means that the
Soviets now have more
than 5000 .SS-20 war-
heads available for use
against Western Euro-
pean and Oriental tar-
gets: the initial missile
plus ‘four backups tor
each launcher.
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